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NOtwhhftanding the late determination of the 
Houfe of Commons on the Slave-Trade, we 
may hope that the difcuffion it has received will not be 
ufciefs ; and that the public attention has not been 
excived in vaitii to a fyOem of cruchy which it is 
painful .even to recite. It may be hope«l that, claim- 
ing for ourfelves the mof> perfctSl freedom, wc n.ail 
no longer impofe upon ot tiers a flavery the mod op- 
prellivc J and that, enjoying a dcgicc of felicity r.n~ 
equalled in any age or country, \re fliall no longer 
range the world to incrcafe the mifery of mankind. 

Tile luft of power, and the pride of conqueft, have 
(Joubtlcfs produced inftances far too numerous, of man 
enflaved by man. But we, in an enlightened age, have 
greatly furpaHed, in brutality and injuftice, the mofb 
ignorant and barbarous ages : and VThile wc arc pre- 
tending to the fined feelings of humanity, are cxercif- 
ing unprecedented cruelty. We have planted flavery 
in the rank foil of fordid, avarice ; and the produce 
has been mifery in the extreme. We have afcertain- 
ed, by a courfe of experiments in cruelty, the lead 
portion of nourifhmcnt rcquifitc to enable man to lin- 
ger a few years in rhifcry ; the greateft quantity of la- 
bor which, in fuch a fituation, the extreme of punifli- 
mcnt can extort ; and the utmoft degree of pain, 
labor, and hunger united, that the human frame can 
€odure. 

In vain have fuch fccncs been developed. The 
wealth derived from the horrid traffic, has created 
«n influence that fccures its continuance, unlefs the 
people at large fliall rcfufe to receive the produce of 
robbery and murder. 

The Legiflature having rcfufed to ioterpofe, the 
people arenowneceflariiy called on, cither to reprobate 
or approve the mcafure > for Weft-India flavery muft 
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depend upon their fupport for its exillencc ; and it 
is in ihe power of every individiuil to increafe, or to 
dimitpiih its extent The hiws of our country may 
indeed prohibit us the fug:ir-cane, unlefs we will re- 
ceive it tliroug}^ the mediujii of flavery. They may 
hold it to our lips, flecpcd in the blood of our fel- 
low creature? ; but they cannot compel us to accept 
the loathToni*" potion. With us it refts, either to 
receive it and be partners in the crime, or to exone- 
rate ourfelves from guih, by fpurning from us the 
temptation. For let us not think, that the crime 
rci^s alone with thofe who condu<fl the traffic, or the 
Legiflature by whicri it is protected. If we purchafe 
the commodity, we participate in the crime. The 
flave-dcaler, tJie fiave-liolder, and the (lave- driver, 
are virtually the agents of the confumer, and may be 
confidered as cn\ployed and hired by him to procure 
the commodity. For, by holding out the temptati- 
on, he is the original caufe, the firft mover in the 
horrid procefs ; and every diftinciion is done away 
by the moral maxim, That whatever we do by ano- 
ther, we do oui'felves. 

Nor are we by any means warranted to confider our 
individual (hare in producing thefe evils in a trivial 
point of view* The confumption of fugar in thii 
country is fo immcnfe, that the quantity commonly 
ufed by individuals will have an important effe(Sl. A 
family that ufes only 51b. of lugar per week, with the 
proportion of rum, will, by abftalning from the con- 
fumption 21 months, prevent the (l ivei y or murder 
of one fellow-creature; eight fuch fatfiiliiS in li,^ 
years, prevent the flavery or murder of ico, and 
3^,000 would totally prevent the Slave 'i i . to fup- 
p y our iflands. Nay, fo necefTinly coiw.v j ■ are 
our confumption of the commodity, and the nrdcvy 
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rcfiilti ng from it, thra m every pound of fugir ufci^, 
(the produce of ilrives inipoited from Africa) we 
ii:ay be confiJerecl as confumlng two ounces of hii- 
v.nn flcfh, beficlcs deflroying an alarmrng number of 
rci!acn by the Suve-Tiadc, and fprcadiiig incon- 
ceivable angiii/Ii, terror and difinay, through an im- 
meiife continent, by the burning of their viliages, 
rearing parents from their farrd'.ies, and children from 
their parents *, breaking; every bond of fociety, a*nd 
dcftroying every four-^e of human happinefs. A French 
I writer obferves, **That he cannot look on a piece or 
fugir, without conceiving it Hained ivith fpots of 
human blood and Dr. Franklin adds, that had he 
taken in all the confecjucnces, " he might have fecri 
tlie fugar not merely fpottcd, but thoroughly dyed 
fcarlet in grain." 

Dreadful confideration-— that our increafing hap- 
pinefs and profperity has fpread defolation and mi« 
fcry over a country as large as all Europe I For it 
is an indifputable fa£V, that it is Britifh luxury, the 
African Slave Trade depends on for fupport : they 
have increafedf and they would fall together. For 
our confumption of fugir is now fo imnicnfe, that 
it nearly equals that of all Europe bcfides ; and Ja^ 
maica now fupplies more than all our Weft-India 
lilands did at any period prior to 1755^. 

But amazingly extcnfivc as is the increafc of the 
culture, fo'far is it from keeping pace with our lux* 
ury, that (before the difturbances in the French If- 
lands, within thefe two or three years) fc^ars have 
ever fold in the Britifh market 20 or 30, fometimes 
50 per cent, dearer than in any other part of the 
world. Nor is it to fupport the old plantations, as 
is pretended, but to form new ones, for the fup- 
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Let us then itna^jine our inirnenfe coiirnmntion I 
wholly, or in great part to ceafc, and our fug<irs to I 

thrown on the fori-ign markets; would additional j 
fl-ives be wanted to fupply an overflowing market 3i a I 
falling price ? No : the African Slave Trade, by I 
whomfoever cond'j£levd, to fupply fugir colonies, by | 
whatever nation pofleiTed, mull totally ceafe. Hor- ■ 
ror and difmay would give place to peace and civiii- 
2ation, through a coai\ of above three thoufand miles 
extent, and above a thoiifand miles inland : for To 
cxtenfive are our depredation?, and To cxtendve are 
the benefits which it is in our power to confer. Nor 
would the beneficial cffe<fts ceafe, even here. The 
Weft-India iflands, finding lefs demand for fugar, 
muft appropriate lefs ground to the fugar cane, and 
leave more for provilions : the ilaves would be lefs 
worked, better fed, and in a few years confift intircly 
of native Creoles. Or if the planters appropriate 
the land to the other produ£lions of the iflands, the 
fiime beneficial efrc:£ls inuft enfue. For M. Cnoke 
teils us, the cultivation of cotton, pimento, and 

coffee, IS eaQcr than fugar: the Haves look better, 
and increafe faflcr and inftead of reauirina addiii- 
onal llaves, they would be able to increale their plan- 
tations with thofe already in the iilands. For Go- 
vernor Parry fays, " one acre of lugar reqiiires as 
** much labour as three of cotten." Thus our re* 
fraining from the confumption of the Asgar-caiie, even 
for a few years, would dcflroy ihe Slav^ Trade to the 
Weft' India Iflands, bring frefh land into culture, and 
place the flavcs in fucU a iltuation, that they muft 
rapidly increafe. 
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Tlie diminution of ihe conrumption of Weft Iitdia 
produce, would rdlb have a poweiful efl"e<5l by fink- 
ing the price of ihc c^vniiDodiiy ; and thereby take a- 
vvoy the temptation to import additional drives. The 
a fniall variation in the fuoj ly or demand has 
on the price, we have recently experienced. The di- 
iliiibaiircs in the Frettch fugar iHands, hasfuddcnly 
r.iiled fonjc of the nuiiUttSt which were 20 or 30 per 
cent, lower than the liritilli, much above it j and 
thereby occahontd an cxporti«rion from this country 
tofupply the deficieiicy : and' our exportation, though 
only amounting to a loth of our importation, has 
laiied our fugars 50 per cent. And as a fall in the 
i>rice would obrtvucl ihe Slave Trade, and meliorate 
the condition of the fl.ivcs ; fo this rife will produce 
tfrccts the mod baneful. The planter, temiitcd by 
the high price to get fugar and rum to market \vhi!c 
that high price continues, will tleprivc his Haves of 
thvir provi(ion grourids, to plant them with canes ; 
and by the energy of the whip, they \\\\\ be forced 
to the nroft extreme cxtrtions. The murder, or, in 
the technical language of the Weft-Indies, the h/s of 
h^s flavcs, will be to him but a fecondary confidcra* 
lion. The large crop, and the high price, will am- 
ply compenfatc him: and the queftion now is, not 
merely wliether we lhall hold out to him an induce- 
iiient to purchafe additional flaves; but whether we 
ill ill tem[»t him to murder thofe he already has. We 
rdly doubt, but that Weft India packets have 
already borne the murderous difpatches, cxprefTcd ia 
jingujge too dicadfully explicit, and to the follow- 
ing eflect. The price of fugar and rum ftill continues 
*' i'igh. Ycu muft adopt every mode to forward as 
'* large a cargo as pofiible. A fortunate criils now 
" yiTcrs iifclf for cxiricating my eflaie from the diiii- 
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'* culties in ^.Iilch it is involved. We muft av:;il onr- 
felves of it: another miiv never occur. Confe- 
" tjiienccs, though difagrecable, muft: at the preknt 
** moment be overlooked. The fiave market is ftill 
** op>en for a fupply. Ncr: -fang led humanity is no 
" 7nG! e,** The day hardly diiwns when the v. hip re- 
foui^ds through ihofe regions of horror*, nor ccafes, 
till darkuefs clofes the fcene, which day after day is 
renewed. The miferable viclims, deftitutc of erej'y 
fourcc of comfort to body or to mind, and finking 
under the three endemic difeafcs of our iflands, hun- 
ger, torture, and extreme labour; and urged to ex- 
ertions they ave unable to fuftain, at len«th expire 
beneath the lafli, which in vain endeavours to roufc 
them to a renewal of their labour. 

As neither the ilave-dealer, nor the planter, can 
have any moral right to the perfon of him they 
ftik their flave, to his labour, or to the produce of 
it; lb they can convey no right in that produce to 
us: and whatever number of hands it may pafs thro' 
if the criminal circumflances appertaining t© it bs 
known to them at the time of the transfer, they can 
only have a criminal pofTeirion : and the money paid, 
either for the (lave, or for the produce of his labour, 
is paid to obtain that criminal pofTeffion; and can con- 
fer no moral right whatever, So, if the death of the 
pcrfon called a (lave, be occafioned by the criminal 
poiTeffipn, the criminal polTcfTor is guilty of murder; 
and we, who have, knowingly done any a^El which 
might occafion his being in that fituation, are acccf- 
faric& to the murder before the fadt; as by receiving 
the produce of his labour, wc arc acceiTaries to the 
robbery, after the fa-fl. 

If we, as individuals concerned in the Slave Trade 
(either by prpcuring the flaves, compelling them to 
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labour, or receiving the produce) imagine that our 
lliare in the tranfai5\ion is fo minute that it cannot 
perceptibly incrcafe the injury j let us recoHedl that, 
though numbers partaking of a crime may diminifh 
the fhame, they cannot diminifh its turpitude. Can we 
fiippofe, that an injury of enormous magnitude can, 
take place, and the criminality be deftroycd merely 
by the criminals becoming fo numerous as to render 
their refpcdlivc (hares indittinguilhabie? Were an 
hundred aflaffins to plunge their daggers into their 
vi£tim, though each might plead, that without his 
afliftance the crime would have been compleatcd, and 
that his poinard neither occaiioned nor accelerated 
the murder, yet every one of them would be guilty 
of the intire crime. For into how many parts foevcr 
a criminal a^ion maybe divided, the crime itfelf rcAs 
iutire and compleat on every perpetrator. 

But waving this latter coniideration, and even fup* 
pofing for a moment, that the evil has an cxiftcnce 
from caufes totally independent of us, yet it exids ; 
and as we have it in our power jointly wirh others, ta 
remedy it, it is undoubtedly our duty to contribute 
our (hare, in hope that others will theirs ; and to a£t 
that part from confcience, which we fhould from in- 
clination in fimilar cafes that interefted our feelings. 

For inftance; Let us fuppofe the Algcrines to eftab-. 
iifh fugar plantations, and refort to the batiks of the 
Thames for flaves, as the only place to be infultcd with 
impunity. Suppofc our wives, our huibands, our 
children, our parentSj our brethren, fwept away » and 
the fruit of their labour, produced with agonizing 
hearts and trembling limbs, landed at the port of 
London. What would be our conduct? Should we 
Tay, Sugar is a neceffary of life ? I cannot do without 
it. Befides, the quantity I ufe is but a fmaii propor- 

D 



{ 10 ) 

tion: and tliough it is very crimin.il of the Aigcrinfs 
to cnflave others, yet I am not bound to look to the 
nature or confequences df the tranfacflion ; and pay- 
ing for the fugar, 1 have a ri^ht to confume it, how- 
ever it may have been obtained. If fuch wouUl be 
our language in that cafe, be it To on the prcfent oc- 
cafion. For let us recoUe<fl, that the only diff^i-cncc 
is, that in one cafe onr relation to the cnflavcd is ra- 
ther more remote, but that in both cafes they are our ^ 
brethren. » 

But it is hardly x'equifite to flatc fo ftrong a cafe as 
that fuppofed. For were only one EngliflmiaD to re- 
ceive injuries, that bore but the llighleft rcfcmbiancc 
to thofc daily committed in our iflaiids, the nation 
would be inflamed with rcfentmcni, and clamorous 
to avenge the injury* And can our pride fuggeft to 
nsy that the rights of men arc limited to any nation, 
cr to any colour? Or, were any one to treat a fellow 
creature in this country as we do the unhappy Afri- 
cans in the Weft-Indies; ftruck with horror, wefliould 
be zealous to deliver the oppreflcd, and punifli the 
opprefTor. Are then the offices of humanity and 
iun(Stions of juftice to be circumfcribed by geographi- | 
cal boundaries? Can reafon, can confcicnce juftify j 
this contraft in our conduct, between o^ir prompti- 
tude, in the one cafe, and our torpor in the other? 
Mr. Addifon juftly obfsrves, that humanity to be- 
come eftimable muft be combined with juftice!" But 
we feem to a6t as if we thought that the relief of our 
fellow-creatures ; prote£tion from injuries, commu- 
nication of benefits, were works of fupcrerogation, to 
be granted or with-held, as caprice, or cuflom, or 
inclination may fuggcft. 

After the important conddcrations adduced, it 
might be reckoned a degradation of the fubjcfl to 
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mention the national digaiiyj or even that might in- 
duce us to counteract a powerful body of men, who 
arc trampling underfoot the diflates of humaairy, 
and the intereft of the nation: men, who have in 50 
vcai s received for lUfi^iv alone, above 7C millions more 
than it would have coft at any other market. And 
from Mr. Baiham*s evidence it appears, that in Bata- 
via, where labour is as high as in England, fugar, 
equal to the bcft Weft-India, is fold at id half penny 
per pound, Thcfe arc the men, who arc f ndea- 
vouring to overthrow a plan for fupplying us with 
fugars, by means of free labour; and have the auda- 
city to tell the Britilli Icgiflature, That they cannoc 
aboiiih the Have trade ; for that if England refufc tQ 
furnilh them with ilaves, tluy will obtain a fupply 
through other channels." And a governor of Barba- 
does admoniHics us, '* From policy, to leave the iflands 
to the quiet management of their own affairs/* Thefe 
nominal colonies liave, it fcems, been taught, that 
we have no riglii to ccntroul them *, that the a<SVs of 
their Ailemblcs alone are oblieatorv, and that ihofiv 
ol: Britiih legiflators, arc binding only on thofe whom 
they rcprefent. The right of enlhv;::g others, thty 
contend for, as the mofc valuable of their privilegea. 
Thus it appears, that the legifldture is not only 
unwilling, but perhaps unable, to grant redrcfs antl 
therefore it is more peculiarly incumbent on us, To 
abjhiinfrom the life of fugar and nm, until our IVift^ 
India Planters thcmfelvcs have prohibUcd the impcrfa- 
ticn of additional fldvesy and commenced as fpeedj and 
tifeHucil afubverfion of flaverj in iheir ijlands^ as ih^ 
circumftances andjituation of ihe jlives iv ill admit : $r 
all -we can obtain the produce cf the fugar cane iti fome 
other mode, uncmne^led -with flavcry, and unpolluted 

r I, J t II i / , y. / 
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For furely it may be hoped that we fl^all not lamit | 
our views merely to the abolition of the African flave L 
trade, as the colonial {lavery fornied on it, is in its f 
principle e<pially unjufl. For if it be iniquitous to | 
force the Africans from their native land ; equally 1 
iniquitous muft it be, to retain them and their pofte* | 
rity in perpetual bondage. Though the African I 
f.ave trade be the nioft Prominent feature in xhh u 
\vickedn^fs, yet it is but a feature: and where it i 
aboliHied, the Weft India flavery would ftlll exifi:. 
Our planters would breed, inftead of importing flavcs; 
and (hall wcfuffer half a million of fellow fubje^ls, 
and their pofterity, to be held in flivery for ever ? I 
lay, fellow fubje<fts. For undoubtedly, every perfjjn 
born in the dominions of Great Britain is a fuhje^V, 
bound to obey and entitled to the prote^Ttion of the 
common law of England ; and in oppofition to which 
the ads of Aflemblies, exifting merely by grant from 
the crown, can be of no authority. 

In demanding liberty then for the perfons called 
flavcs in our iflands, we demand no more then ihey 
arc entitled to by the common law of the land. The | 
jnoft eligible mode of putting them in pofTtflion ot 
their legal and natural right, may be a queflion of 
difficulty ; but it is a queftion that ought to be cou- 
Jidered with no other view, but to their happincfs. 
The plan to be adopted, ought to be certain ami 
fpcedy in its operation j without any confidcration of 
the fuppofcd, or even real iatereft, of their oppref- 
fors : and let it be reniembered, that it is in the pow- 
«r of a fmall proportion of the people of England to 
tfFe£l it, by refufing to receive the produce. For the 
planters themfelves would adopt the plan, were that 
the only condition on which we would confume the 
produce of their iflands: nor would the legiflaiure be 
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then harrriiTcJ wiili prepoftjrous claims for compen- 
fitio!!-, whicli, hovvevcr unfounded in jufticc or rea* 
[■y^, will be fupponedhy uiiluence, and enforced wiili 

The cafe no V fully lies before us *, and wc have 
la ni.ike our choice, ciii^cr to join ourfclvcs with thcfc 
in,inufa<^tnrc: s of human woe, or to renounce the 
h>)rrid airociiuion. If wc adopt the former^ let us at 
Laft have the candour to avow our condu<5l in its real 
(ijForniiiy. Let us no longer nA'cd: to deplore the ca- 
lamities attendant on the Slave Trade, of which wc 
are the primary caufe: nor let us pretend lo execrate 
the condu<ll of the flave-dealer, the flavc-holdcf, or 
the (Iivc-drivcr 5 but apologize foe them ss our part- 
us, s in iniquity : and iie afTurcd, that ifwc now take 
our ihurc in the tranfa^ion, we (hould^ were we plac- 
ed in a (iaiilar iiui.ition with them, with as little com* 
puii«5tion take //'t'/Vj; iinhfs we can fuppofc the or- 
der or nature would be fo far inverted, as that wc 
llunild become virtuous, in proportion as the temp- 
tation to vice increafed. Nor Ihould we then, any 
more then now, be deftitute of fubterfugQS to.dert.roy 
the feelings of our minds, and the convi^lioiis of our 
confeicnccs. 

if ignorance and inattention may be pleaded a$ our 
cxcufe hitherto, yet that can be the cafe no longer. 
The fubje^l has been four years before ihc public. Its 
dreadful wickedncfs has been fully proved. Every 
fatfhood, every deception with whicli it has been dif- 
guifed, has been compleatly done away; andjtflands 
before us in all its native horrors. No longer can it 
be pretended, that Africa is a barbarous, uncultivated 
land, inhabited by a race of favages inferior to the 
reft of the human fpccics* Mr. How, who was em- 
ployed bv government to go up the country, dcnofci, 

D 2 
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They are Co numerous, as to bcf able of ilien.fclvts U) 
deftroy ihat tlrcidUii trallic, wli'cii ible obrt;i- 

cie to their mip.iiters fpreading ir.e gt-^iX-i ihe cx- 
tenfive continent ot Africa; aiui, llu\vc^cr oihtu 
iTiay a{Fc<^ to degrade the Negrots. \l)cy arc bcuind to 
confider thouUi.ds of iliein as :i.-ir bi < .hrcn Chriit. 

But there is one clafs of diiTcnicrs -a he. jir.i'y tiand 
high in the public efiimation, fur their tteady, manly 
ajTid uniform oppofition to our eolunral u.ivci y. A»k» 
can it be fuppolld that, afcer having awakened tlie 
pubiic attention, they can refufc to coiurihute wh.a 
is in ihtir ow« power to remedy the c\ilf The plan 
propofed, is a plain and obvious deduction from their 
unilorm principle, ot having no concern in what ihvy 
dilapprove. Thus, confideving war as unlawful, they 
confider goods obtained through that medium as cri- 
minaliy obtained ; and will nut tuaVr any of their 
members to purcl.a.fe prize-goods: and furely ihty 
mufl conlider the fcizvire of a man's goods, as a 
crini'^ far inferior to the ftizing his perfon. 

However obvious the duty, yet the mind hardened 
by hab'f, ad.nits wit!\ difticulty the convi^lion of 
guilt; and lanftionedby a common practice, we may 
commit the grofirli viohitionsof duty without remorfe. 
It is therefore more peculiarly incumbent on us in 
fuch firiiations, to examine our condu£lwiih the ut- 
moft fufpicion, and to fortify our minds with moial 
principles, or the fane^ions of religion. In propor- 
tion as we are under their influence, we H^all exert 
ouiTelves to remedy thefe evils, knowing that our ex- 
ample, out r.dmoniiions, our influence, may produce 
remote ellcdls, of which we can form no efiimate; and 
which, after having done our duty, innft be left to 
IIi7n who governs all tkinf^s after the cvjnfsl of his oivn 
will. F i N I S. 
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Containing ExtraHs from an Ejpiy% intitlcJ^ an impart 
tiiil Enquiry into the State and Utility of the Pro* 
vince of Gccrgia ; print t^d in Londsn in I 7m. 

Jjy^HEN Georgia xvas Jirfi fettled^ befide^s other ufC" 
ful regulations^ the inhabitants ixiere not allowed 
to have Negro Slaves* No doubt their cbje&ions to 
ihenty were founded partly in civil policy y and partly 
from a fenfe of the irjujlicc and cruelty of that inhu' 
man pradlicey which did not operate^ vjith equal forcc^ 
vl)on the minds of all the inhabitants ; fums of tkem be" 
ing defirous of having the benefit of their labour^ ivith^ 
cut looking into confcquenccSy in a remote degree^ either 
tis it refpeBed their own perfonal fafety^ or had An in*- 
fucncc on the morals and happincfs of their immedi- 
ate offsprings and their poflerity r with views fo con*- 
trailed, fome foon grew difcontented with this falutary 
rcftrainty and petitioned the Governor for liberty i9 
h.ive flavts* This produced cntn.er pet it ions y which 
leaves a favourable opinion of the wifdcm and virtue 
tf fome of the jirfi fettlers of that fiatgy parti" 
(ularly of the Saitzlnirghers who fettled at Ebcnez^f-r : 
thefts to the number of 49 meny with their two mi^ 
mflerSy John Martin BolziuSy and Ifrael Chrifiian Gro^ 
lidu, in a petition ** befeech the honourable trujlees ( of 
that fettlement ) not to allow that any Negroes might 
he brought to their placey or in their neighbourhood.^* 
And with refpe^ to its being ** impofftble and dan*- 
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gcrcus for n-hitc people to plant and manufaHure rice'*^ 
in that cliinate, ** as riing a work only for Negroes^ 
not for European people^ ihey fay, ** having experience 
to the contrary^ ive laugh at fuch talking, feeing that 
feverai of us have had a greater crop of rice Lijt year^ 
than nve ivanted for our own confumptionj^ ^'nd thf^ 
inhabitants df Frederic ay upon the fame cccafon, pC' 
titioned again/l having Negroes introduced amongji 
them, ** but defifted from fending it, upon an ajfurance 
that their apprchenftons of it were needlefs^ 

But the following petition of the Highlanders from 
Scotland, who had fettled at New-Invernefs in Gcor^ 
gia, is deferving of particular attention, as it con* 
tains fcntiments congenial with ihofe advanced in the ^ 
firjl sf thcje ireatifes \ and does credit to the difcern- 
tnent, probiiy and humanity of the anceftcrs of that fet^ 
iletnent. In this petition ihey remonflrate to their 
then Governor Oglethorpe, that they " were informed, 
** that their neighbours of Savannah had petitioned for 
the liberty of having faves in confequence of which 
they fly, ** J'l^e hope, and earnefily entreat, that he- 
*^ fore fuch propofals are hearkened unto, your Excel' 
** lency will confider our ftuation^ and of what dan- 
" gerous and bad confequenccs fuch liberty would be of 
•* to us»^* 7hen after reciting feme of thfe they pro^ 
eeed : 

" It is flocking to human nature, that any race 
** of 7nankind, and their p'-^flerity, Jhould he fen' 
** ienced to perpetual jl:iV9ry nor in jufiice can -iue 
think Gtherwife of it, than that ihey are thrown 
amongst us to he our fcourge, one day or other, for 
" Qur fins : and as freedom mujl he as dear to them 
as to us, what a fcene of horror mufl it bring 
about I And the longer it is unexecuted, the bloo- 
" dy fcene muji he the greater : J'/e therefore, for our 
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" ovun fakes f our ivt'-^'ts and chilcuicUi and our pojle- 
I rityy big your co?\fidcrationy and u^treat^ ihat in- 
ftcad if introducing Jiavcs^ you v^'iU J ut us in the 
" way 1o get fomc of our own countryymUi ivho ivith 
" thtir latfour in time cf pccce^ and our uigilanccy if 
" \uc are invaded fiuii.h the help of theft } xviHt cn- 
" dt-r it a dijicuit thing to hurt us, or that part of 
" the province lu^ p'-dR/ 

Dated jVeiV' liroernefs, January 3, I 738-9, and 
fgned by 18 freeholders. 

As the fentiment i contained in the above petit i§ns are 
('Xpreftd with a cc::jiderable degree of energy, and are 
cu liar ly favourable to the caufe of humanity, ivith an 
explicit and clear declaration of their difapprobation 
if holding Negroes in a Jiate sf fiavcry on account of its 
impolicy and injufiice, as well as from other alarming 
couf derations ; and as they have proceeded from the 
e.nce/fors of a people, whofe reprefentative in a former 
Ccngrefs, 'was a dl/iinguifl.yed advocate for continuing 
the flave trade, they are added; hoping, that the venc" 
ration they may entertain, for charaFters fo truly de^ 
fcTving as thefe Inverncfs petitioners and Saltzburghers 
if Ebenezcr were^ may induce a more candid reception 
of the foregoing pamphlets in thsit c?:d ether Southern 
ficLtes* 



POSTSCRIPT. 

gercus for H'bite ptopfe to plant and manufaHure rice-* 
in that climate, ** as rting a work only for Negroes^ 
not for European people^ ihey fay, ** having experience 
to the contrary, we laugh at fuch talking, feeing that 
feverai of us have had a greater crop of rice lafi year, 
than we wanted for our own cofifujnftioaJ^ y^'nd thtf 
inhabitants of Fredcricay upon the fame cccafon, pC'\ 
titioned again/l having Negroes introduced amongjit 
them, ** hut defijled from fc:iding ity upon an affuran^e l 
that their apprcheuftons of it were needlefs.^* 

But the following petition of the Highlanders from 
Scotland, who had fettled at New^Invernefs in Gcor* 
gia, is deferving of particular attention, as it con- 
tains fentiments congenial with ihofe advanced in the 
firjl sf thcje ireatifes ; and does credit to the difcern- 
tnent, probity and humanity of the anccftcrs of that fet' ^ 
ilement. In this petition ihey remonflrate to their \ 
then Governor Oglethorpe, that they " were informed, 
** that their neighbours of Savannah had petitioned for 

the liberty of having faves in confequence of which 
they fly, PP^e hope, and earnefily entreat, that bC' 
fore fuch propofals are hearkened unto, your Excel' I 

lency will confder cur fituationt and cf what dun^ . 
" gerous and bad con fequenccs fuch liberty would he of 
** to us^^ Then after reciting fome of th:fe they pro^ 
eeed : 

It is fbocking to human nature, that any race 
** of mankind, and their p^^jlerity, Jhould be fen* 
ienced to perpetual Jl:tv€f'y ; nor in juftice can rje 
think othcrwife of it, than that they are thrown 
among ft us to be our fcourge, one day or other, for 
** Gur fins : and as freedom mujl be as dear to them 
** as to us, what a fcene of horror muji it bring 
*^ about I And the longer it is unexecuted, the bloo- 
" dy fcene muji he the greater : I'/e therefore, for our 
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a Von fakes ^ our ivh'ts aud cbihuicu^ aiid our pofle- 
rity^ htg your confidcmtion^ and 'n^treti!^ ihat in- 
Jlcad of introducing fiavcs^ you iviil fut us :?i the 
*' oy^iy to get fome of our own couutryvien, ivho with 
" thtir labour in time of pczce^ and our ui^^ilnncef if 
" wc are invaded (with the help of i heft ) ivill t en- 
" dt.r it a dijicult thing to hurt uSy or that part of 
" the province we poffefs."*^ 

Dated NeW'Invernefsy j.:nuary 3, 1 738-91 and 
[}^ncd hy 1 8 freeholders, 

Js the fentiment^' contained in the above petiii$ns are 
txprefjcd with a confiderable degree of energy^ and are 
peculiarly favourable to the carafe of humanity^ with an 
explicit and clear declaration of their difapprobation 
bf holding Negroes in a Jiate sf fiavcry on account of its 
I impolicy and injufticcy as well as from other alarming 
con fiderai ions ; and as they have proceeded from the 
cnceftors of a people^ whofe reprefeutative in a former 
CongrefSi was a di/iinguijlyed advocate for continuing 
the flavc trade y they arc added ; hopingy that the vene^ 
ration they may entertain^ for chara^ers fo truly de^ 
ftTving as thefc Invcrncfs petitioners and Saltzburghers 
cf Ebenezcr were^ may induce a more candid receptioji 
of the foregoing pamphlets in thjit and ether SoiUhcni 
fiates. 



